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MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 
Lillia Skipwith to Mrs. Ravenscroft 

The writer of this letter, Lillia Skipwith, was the daughter of Sir 
Peyton Skipwith, of "Prestwould," Mecklenburg Co., Virginia descended 
from Sir Gray Skipwith, who emigrated to Virginia from Prestwould, 
Leicestershire, England, during the usurpation of Cormwell. Her father 
married two sisters, daughters of Hugh Miller and Jane Boiling, his 
wife — Anne Miller, born March 13, 1742-3 and Jane, born April 10, 1743, 
and had issue: (1) Lillia, writer of the above letter, married 1st. George 
Carter, issue : Dr. Charles and Mary W. who married Joseph C. Cabell ; 
married, second, in 1791 Judge St. George Tucker, his second wife. 
(2) Sir Gray, died 1852; (3) Peyton married Cornelia Green; (4) Helen 
married Tucker Coles; (5) Selina married John Coles; (6) Horatio died 
single: (7) Hamberstone, died at Prestwould, Sept., 1863. Slaughter, 
History of Bristol Parish, p. 227. 

The handwriting of this letter is remarkably neat and good. The 
writer herself was distinguished for her brilliancy and information. Judge 
John Tyler complimented her by comparing her to the ceiebrated Madam 
Ann Dacier, daughter of Tanaquil Faber, who was born at Saumer in 
1651 and was a prodigy of learning. 

The letter is addressed to "M r3 Ravenscroft, Scotland. To the parti- 
cular care of Lieu' Heron of the 30 th Reg 1 or Cap' J. Murray, Queen's 
Rangers." Mrs. Ravenscroft was Lillias Miller, daughter of Hugh Miller, 
and aunt of the writer of the letter. She was wife of Dr. John Ravenscroft, 
of Petersburg, who studied medicine at the University of Edinburg in 
1770. Mrs. Ravenscroft married 2dly Patrick Stewart of Borness and 
Cairnsmore in Galloway, Scotland. Notice the signature of the letter. 
Her name was Lillia Skipwith, not Lillias or Lclia, as sometimes repre- 
sented 

James River Virginia Mar 16 th 1781 

When I inform my dear Aunt of the reasons which have 
obliged me to so long a silence I hope she will not accuse me of 
neglect or want of attention. Believe me my dear Aunt I have 
for a long time most ardently wished for an opportunity of letting 
you know that your Niece, tho' almost an entire stranger, wants 
not the regard and respect due to an Aunt and the Sister of a 
Mother she sincerely loved. The total stop put to an intercourse 
between this and the Mother Country lias hitherto prevented me 
from writing and this which I now embrace is the first oppor- 
tunity I have met with since the commencement of these unhappy 
disputes. 
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Perhaps my dear Aunt you have not yet heard of the irrepar- 
able loss we have sustained, and you must either remain in ignor- 
ance or I put myself to the pain of making you acquainted with it ; 
I will therefore sacrifice my own to your feelings, and inform you 
that last September, was twelve month I had the misfortune to 
lose the best of Mothers. I doubt not my dear Aunt will sym- 
pathize with me on the unhappy occasion, an occasion I must for 
ever regret. I have now two Brothers, Gray, & Peyton, and a 
Sister called Maria. The two last I know you have never seen. 
Maria is now three years old, and Peyton was given us a day 
before my Mamma's death. My Papa intends obtaining leave of 
Congress to visit Britain & will wait on you immediately on his 
arrival. He saw M r . Gordon on his return from England but 
could learn from him very little of the state of your family. With 
regard to my other Aunt, whom I never had the happiness of 
seeing, he had heard nothing, and we are entirely ignorant of her 
situation. My Uncle Miller still continues single and in good 
health ; he is concerned in Merchandise, and takes great pleasure 
in the management of a little Farm in the County of Mecklenburg. 
He purposes returning to Britain as soon as the time will permit. 
1 am also in the pleasing expectation of paying you a visit if 
peace should take place before my Papa's departure, as he has 
hinted to me his intention of carrying me with him. 

I flatter myself my dear Aunt will one day favour me with a 
letter which if directed to the care of Benjamin Dean Esq r . in 
Philadelphia & sent by the way of New York will certainly come 
to hand. 

Please to present my love joined to my Papa's Compliments to 
my Uncle Aunt & Cousins & believe me to be most sincerely. 
Dear Madam, 
Your affectionate & obedient Niece 

Lillia Skipwith. 
M r3 Ravenscroft 

Scotland 
To the particular care of 
Lieu'. Heron of the 30" 1 . 

Reg', or Cap'. T. Murray 
Queen's Rangers. 
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Ed. F. Tayloe to Gov. T. W. Gilmer. 

The writer of this letter was a son of Col. John Tayloe, of "Mt. 
Airy," and Anne Ogle, his wife, daughter of Benjamin Ogle, of Mary- 
land, and granddaughter of Gov. Samuel Ogle. Col. Tayloe was one 
of the wealthiest men in America, and a very accomplished gentleman 
and his homes in Virginia and Washington were famous for hospitality. 
His son, E. F. Tayloe, resided in King George County, Va., where his 
residence, a fine brick house, mounted on a hill overlooking the Rappa- 
hannock, was known as "Powhatan." 

Powhatan Hill, io ,h Oct. 1840. 

To His Ex'cy Governor Gilmer, 
Richmond. 

My dear Sir, 

I do not feel at liberty to withhold from you the following 
extracts from a letter, which I found here on my return from 
Richmond. It is from my brother, 13. O. Tayloe, who has been 
for several weeks past in the neighborhood of Albany, and bears 
date on the 27 th Sept. He wrote me with the earnest hope that 
it might reach me before I set out for the Convention of the 5 th . 

It will suffice to furnish you the information without any 
comment. After hearing the repeated declarations of Mr: Web- 
ster concerning our Southern Rights, and knowing that the mass 
of the Whig Party at the North entertain the same sentiments, 
we cannot doubt whether we have any thing to fear from our 
Northern political allies on this Abolition Question — whilst the 
threats of our opponents — Dallas, Forsythe & the Van Buren 
p ress — that if the South do not support Van Buren, it must not 
expect the aid of his friends — make it certain that this party is 
not to be trusted on this nor on any other subject. They will do 
nothing which will not make to their interest. But I preceed to 
furnish the extracts. The letter is written from Troy in New 
York. 

"Yesterday, the Governor, as Com r . in Chief, with his Military 
Staff, was here, to review the Militia. Before going to the field, 
I was invited to meet him at a 'collation.' After some little con- 
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versation on the politics of the day, he enquired of me, 'Why does 
your Governor push me so hard on a subject that it is not discreet 
for me to discuss with him at this time.' 'I was willing to bear 
the blame of delay, and to be charged with rudeness, non-com- 
mittalism, or anything rather than get into a discussion that may 
endanger the Whig cause.' 'But your Governor will not allow me 
to remain silent.' 'I can no longer postpone an answer to his 
letters & I must write one forthwith, but it will not be such an 
one as will please him or the people of Virginia. I cannot write 
one that might destroy us at home — the fault is not mine, should 
it injure the Whig cause with you (in Virginia). Gov r . Seward 
is no Abolitionist, but he thinks it might seriously affect our 
cause, by driving many of them from the Whig ranks, who 
might be induced to join their independent ticket, were he to re- 
consider his course in such a way as to suit the views of Vir- 
ginia, or especially those of Gov. Gilmer." 

"J give you his remarks, so that in your intercourse with Gov. 
Gilmer, you may anticipate Gov r . Seward's letter, and prevent 
perhaps, by a suggestion from you, its gaining publicity, until 
after the Presidential election in Virginia." 

"You are no doubt already informed, how Mr. V. B.'s political 
partisans, (as Dallas & Forsyth, by concert) have threatened the 
South with the dangers of Abolitionism, from the North and 
"Centre," in case it will not vote for V. B.'s re-election. Gov. 
Seward is confident of his total overthrow & predicts his union 
with the Abolitionists, as the party to be hereafter opposed to 
Harrison & the Whigs. The Gov : estimates Harrison's majority 
in this State from 15 to 17,000, thinking we may lose New York 
City by 2000 ; or perhaps carry it by a very small vote." 

You will, I hope, appreciate my motives in writing you, and 
believe me to be, with most sincere regard, Very Respectfully, 
Yours. 

Ed. F. Tayloe. 
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Letter to Mr. M. J. Smead. 1 

Richmond, Feby 9 th , 1845. 

Your letter would have been answered sometime since, had I 
remained at home, but I left very unexpectedly for Petersburg, 
where, according to my custom, I staid twice as long as I in- 
tended. While I was there, it was impossible for me to write, 
for there were five girls staying in the house with me, & it was 
one continued round of frolicking the whole time, so that I had 
not a leisure moment, and after I returned M r Lefebre told me 
not to write until he did, so I took his advice and postponed it 
till the present moment. 

Richmond has been gayer this winter than I have ever known 
it to be, caused by the number of weddings I suppose ; three large 
parties the same evening is a very common occurrence and the 
town is filled with strangers. There is scarcely a house that has 
not three or four young ladies (vistors) staying with them. We 
have had a good many weddings. I believe you are acquainted 
with some of the parties — the wealthy Miss Bruce heads the list, 
she married Mr. Seddon, a lawyer of this place (with whom 
perhaps you are acquainted), now our representative in Congress. 
Sarah Sheppards, Jack's sister is also married. Eliza McCaw 
married Mr. Patterson, and there have been numerous weddings 
but the parties I believe are strangers to you. Ann Carmichael 
is to be married in a few days to a gentleman from New York. 
He was introduced to her on Friday, addressed her on Monday 
and is to marry her in a few days. I suppose that her exper- 
ience taught her that long engagements did not terminate happily 
and she determined to try a short one. I understand that she 
told him that she had never loved any one but Shakespeare Cald- 
well but that she would try to love him — very complimentary 
don't you think so? 

Well, now for the last piece of news, which I fear will distress 
you very much ; it is that your old flame Miss Fanny Giles is to 



] Mr. Smead was Professor of Latin and Greek in William and Mary 
College, 1848-1857. 
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be married very soon to Mr. Edward Wills. They were to have 
been married in December, but his business prevented him from 
coming in from Missouri, where he now resides. But he is at 
present in Richmond, & rumor says he is to take Miss Fanny off 
in a few days. The only consolation I can offer is that there is 
many a slip betwext the cup and lip, and as the wedding has been 
postponed, it may possibly be indefinitely postponed. 

[Signed] Kate. 



Mrs. Cynthia B. T. Washington to Lawrence Washington. 

The writer of this letter was a daughter of Judge Nathaniel Beverley 
Tucker, of Williamsburg. She was born Jan'y 18, 1832, and died Oct. 
24, 1908. She married, first, Henry A. Washington, who was Professor of 
History and Political Economy in William and Mary College from 1849- 
1857. He was son of Lawrence Washington, a great-nephew of General 
George Washington. After Mr. Washington's death, which occurred 
before this letter was written, she married Dr. Charles Washington Cole- 
man. She was a leading figure in the life of Williamsburg. This letter 
is interesting on account of its description of the fire which consumed 
the College in 1859. 

Williamsburg Feb 9 th , 1859 
Wednesday night 

1 have not heard from you all, my dear Pa, since soon after 
Xmas, & I am really beginning to be uneasy about you. So long 
as I had not written I could not expect to hear, but I have been 
looking recently, day after day, for a letter from either Ma or 
yourself. I do trust nothing is the matter with any of you. 

We are all in great distress about our old College. Late on 
the night of the 7th I directed the enclosed invitation to you, & 
before the morning light the College was in ashes. The fire 
broke out in the wing in which were both Laboratory & Library, 
when it was discovered both were in flames, & the students who 
had rooms above narrowly escaped with their lives, & several of 
them losing a great deal. Only a few books not in the Library 
were saved, that room could never be entered. Tn it were books 
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of great value on account of their antiquity — a fine classical & 
Theological collection all lost, Books presented by one of the 
Kings of France, Louis the 16th I think. The chemical apparatus, 
everything in short, except the portraits the College records & 
Charter, which were fortunately in the Blue room. The Library 
of one of the Literary society was also partly saved. The Chapel 
is a perfect wreck. There was little of value there that could be 
moved, but its walls were adorned with beautiful marble tablets 
in memory of the old worthies. All were broken & destroyed, 
except the handsomest of all to Sir John Randolph, which is 
partly standing & the Professors hope to be able to collect the 
fragments, & perhaps, be able to put, at least, this one together. 
It is not known how the fire originated, but it is supposed to have 
begun either in the cellar or Laboratory. The loss to Williams- 
burg is great, the citizens feel as if they had lost a dear friend, & 
it is a melancholy sight to gaze upon the now blackened wall of 
our venerable Institution. Men & women have mingled their 
tears over her sad fate. They and the Faculty are united in 
desiring to rebuild immediately, & to-morrow they begin their 
preparations, to-night letters are to be written to Architects. The 
citizens have already subscribed $6000, together with the Faculty. 
The College is insured for $20,000, & it is thought with $50,000 
they can put up a handsome building, one that will be an honour 
to the State, furnished with a useful Library, apparatus, &c. Of 
course, they hope for aid, not only from the Alumni of the Col- 
lege, but from all her friends. And now I am going to do what 
I have never done before I am going to ask if you have any 
money to spare to give old William & Mary a helping hand. I 
know you must feel interested in this venerable institution for 
her own sake, still more for the sake of one who while a Lecturer 
in her Halls was her chief ornament, & who tho' taken from them 
is not forgotten by her Faculty. I must tell you that some of 
the books he gave to the College were among those saved. Lec- 
tures have not been suspended, but are conducted in a building 
near by the ruin secured for this purpose. Virginia cannot be 
willing to let William & Mary go down for ever. I know you 
are no beggar, but just say what you can in favour of the 
College. I am so sorry Bob did not come here this vear, as he 
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wanted to pay particular attention to the Languages, he would 
have had admirable opportunities for doing so. M r . Smead was 
dismissed by the Visitors, & in his place were put two young 
gentlemen educated at the University, & since in Europe paid 
particular attention to the Languages. Both are very young, & 
one of them is said to be, in point of talent, one of the most re- 
markable men of his age in the State. * * * I must tell 
you quite a remarkable thing. To-day a book was drawn out 
from under the ruins perfectly entire, the moment it was exposed 
to the air it took fire, & could not be saved. 

[Addressed to "Lawrence Washington, Esq., Ooak Grove 
Post Office, Westmoreland Co., Virginia."] 

Letters to John Tyler in 1861. 

Boston. 12 Feb y . 
1861. 
My dear Mr. President, 

I was extremely sorry to be compelled to leave Washington 
without seeing the members of the Peace Convention, & without 
paying my respects once more to yourself. Illness in my family, & 
engagments from which I could not escape, left me no alter- 
native. 

On reaching home, a day or two since, I was greatly gratified 
by finding your three Historical Addresses awaiting me. I thank 
you sincerely for so kind & prompt a compliance with my request. 
I have read them with the highest interest, & shall preserve 
them as cherished memorials of your regard. 

We are looking with great anxiety to the results of the de- 
liberations over which you have been called to preside. Most 
heartily do I hope that the spirit of conciliation & of patriotism, 
to which you gave such felicitous utterance in your opening Ad- 
dress, may actuate all the proceedings of the Covention. I dare 
not rely too much on the course of our Massachusetts members, 
though it does not become me to prejudge them unfavorably. 
Among the members from other States I recognize so many 
noble & gallant Statesmen with whom I have been associated in 
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former years, that I cannot despair of something being accom- 
plished for the peace & Union of our Country. If a successful 
adjustment shall be reached & ratified, under your auspices, you 
will have won a higher title to the gratitude of posterity than 
will be within the reach of others for many generations to come. 

Believe me, Dear Sir, 

With the highest respect, 
Very faithfully, 

Yours, Rob'. C. Winthrop. 
Pres 1 . Tyler. 

P. S. On your return home, after the labors & cares of the 
Convention at Washington & Richmond are over. I may venture 
to send you an Address or two on kindred topics with your own, 
in renewed remembrance of your obliging favors. 

Private & Confidential, 
Thursday Evening, 21 Feb: 1861. 
My dear Sir, 

I called to see you this evening to consult you about a matter 
of some little importance. Ought the Federal troops now in 
Washington to parade tomorrow with the local volunteers? I 
thought if this were done, it might arouse the susceptibilities of 
members of the Peace Convention. What is your opinion on 
the subject? 

Your friend, 

Very respectfully. 

James Buchanan. 
President Tyler. 

Senate Chamber, 2 March 
'61, 10 P. M. 
My dear Sir, 

I send you a note of the progress of measures to furnish 
securities ! ! to the South. As you may recollect, the report of the 
Peace Conference took the plea in the Senate of the Crittenden 
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Amendm', which the Legislature said would be accepted by Vir- 
ginia — introduced by M r . Crittenden from the Select Committee 
to which it was referred in the most impressive form. That re- 
port (or the amendm' it presented) was debated yesterday until 
the adjournment. To-day it was postponed on motion of Douglas 
to give precidence to a joint resol" passed yesterday by the House 
purposing as an amendm' to the Constitution the single article 
that no amendm' should be made to the Constitution giving 
power to Congress to abolish Slavery in the States. To this miser- 
able evasion they have at last come down, to gull Virginia and 
the Southern States, & Douglas and Crittenden combining to give 
it precedence in the vote of the Senate, both to the amendm' of 
the latter & that purposed by the Peace Commissioners. What 
a commentary on what those gentlemen take to be the position 
of our honored State. 

At the hour I write, Crittenden's amendm' is offered & pend- 
ing as a substitute for the House resol". I will give you the re- 
sult & the final vote before I close. 
Sunday morning 

The Senate about midnight adjourned to 7 o'clock this (Sun- 
day) evening, no vote being taken. We shall endeavor to press 
them to a vote on Crittenden's amendm' as ag' the House resol", 
but if we get a vote, the amendm' will fail. After that I suppose 
the thing will have the sleep of death. 

1 fear you can hardly decypher this scrawl. 

Very respectfully & truly. 

My dear Sir, Yours, 

J. M. Mason. 
The Hon Mr. Tyler. 
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General Joseph E. Johnston to Benjamin S. Ewell, 
President of William and Mary College. 

Richmond June 29 th 1878 

My dear Colonel, 

Your note of the 22* came in due time. I have put off this 
reply to see if I should be well enough to go with the party on 
the 4 th and now think that I shall, and if able I shall certainly see 
you on the 4 th . 

I was much gratified by my election as visitor of Wm & Mary. 
On account of historic as well as personal associations, the latter 
being your connection with and interest in the most venerable 
institution in the State. 

Have you observed that in a moment of weakness I agreed 
to be a candidate for Congress? The man whose idea of 
greatest harm to his enemy was that he would write a book had 
not heard of elections. My enemies are doubly happy, a reflec- 
tion which doubles my disgust. 

Yours truly, 

J. E. Johnston. 

Mrs. Johnston is afraid to undertake the journey to Williams- 
burg, although it would give her very great pleasure to see you 
again an event which we continually hope for. She sends cordial 
remembrances to Lizzy and you. 



